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A hachanah for 11 Nissan 5785 with

“Revealing the Inner Essence”

Printed in Igros Kodesh Vol 4, Letter 859

B"H, 11th of Tevet, 5711
Brooklyn

The esteemed and honored Rabbi [name], may you

live and be well,
Greetings and blessings!

I have received your letter from the 10th of Kislev,
informing me that, in your opinion, your daughter's
condition is serious, and you are requesting prayers
on her behalf You also mention that you are

committed to becoming a Torah-observant Jew once
she is fully healed.

I did not reply to you immediately due to many
pressing matters at hand, though when I visited
the holy resting place of my revered father-in-law,
the Rebbe, may he rest in peace, I mentioned
your daughter's situation and prayed for her swift
recovery. Surely, the Rebbe granted his blessing.
Additionally, I have been informed by your

brother-in-law that your daughter's condition has
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improved, and I hope you will soon be able to report

that she has fully recovered.

Although you mentioned in your letter that you
consider yourself a free thinker, I still refer to you

as a "G-d-fearing person,’ as the Rebbe, of blessed
memory, frequently expressed that a Jew is, by nature,
a "G-d-fearing person.’ In his words: "A Jew cannot
and does not want to be separated from G-dliness; it
is only, at times, due to external reasons that one may
mistakenly believe he is not G-d-fearing, G-d forbid"
- or, as you wrote in your letter - that he is a "free
thinker."

From a natural perspective it is understood that in
order to see the innermost essence of a person's soul, a
shock is often required, which can occur in two ways:
1) through an unfortunate event, Heaven forbid, or 2)
through an extraordinary event of joy. In both cases,
the soul is shaken, the external layers fall away, and its

purity and inner essence are revealed.

In your case, the inner essence was revealed through the
illness of your daughter, may she live and be well. May
it be G-d’s will that from now on, your inner essence
will remain revealed, and, if it is G-d’s will, that your
innermost essence should be revealed as well, may it be

through matters and events of joy.

I hope to hear good news soon regarding your

daughter's recovery and your general well-being.

With blessings, may you soon share good tidings,

Menachem Schneerson
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