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“The Power of a
Tzaddik's Promise”

Printed in Igros Kodesh vol. 5, letter 1,361

By the Grace of G-d
23rd of Tevet, 5712
Brooklyn

Greetings and blessings!

I have received your letter from the 18th of Kislev,

as well as the previous one, and I read the enclosed
paan (prayer) at the resting place of my father-in-law,
the Rebbe, of blessed memory. It will certainly evoke

divine mercy upon him for good health.

Regarding your mention that perhaps you caused
some displeasure with your previous letter, and that
you are not entirely satisfied with the wording of
my response: there was absolutely no dissatisfaction
whatsoever, Heaven forbid. However, there was

a measure of disappointment, as my intention in

the response was the exact opposite of what you
understood, as I wrote explicitly: "how great is the
power of the promise of the righteous." In other
words, it is absolutely certain to me that the promise
of the righteous will inevitably be fulfilled. Therefore,
the only thing he really had to do was to pass the
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judgment on himself that — as Rabbi Y.M. Poltaver
would say — "this is just how it is." But since you
understood my wording differently, I too find myself

confused, as I don’t know what else to say to him.

As the well-known saying of the Rebbe Maharash, of
blessed memory, goes: "The letters [of articulation]
stem from the very essence of the soul." And the saying
of my father-in-law, the Rebbe, of blessed memory:
"Sometimes one answers what answers by itself’ And
the saying of the Chassidim: "The interpretation of
a response received by a certain person depends,

to a certain degree, on how the recipient interprets
it." Especially if the recipient is a person of stature,
who stands firmly by their opinion, as it says in the
Mishnah (at the beginning of Horayot): "This is the

rule: one relies on his own opinion,’ etc.

In any case, there is absolutely no need to apologize,
and clearly, there is no question of rejection, Heaven
forbid. Indeed, if the concept of rejection has been
dismissed at all times, it is especially so in these latter
days, in the era of the footsteps of Moshiach, where
the closeness and unity of Chassidim — as the saying
of the Tzemach Tzedek goes — will be what leads
them to go out to greet Moshiach.

I was pleased to be informed by the esteemed Chassid
and activist, Rabbi Benzion Shemtov, about your

public Torah teaching. He too expressed concern that
he sees in you some disillusionment. Please, I implore

you to contemplate the great matter that has been
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entrusted to us by our Rebbes, of blessed memory.
Who can compare to us, as we bear such a mission on
our shoulders? This is similar to what Rabbi Shimon
Bar Yochai said: "I am only a symbol,' as explained

in the teachings of Chabad. Since he did not perceive
himself as an independent entity, he was able to say
that it is not him, but in fact, the Master. "I have seen

men of great stature, and they are few.'

Even though who are we to dare such
presumptuousness? Since every Chassid carries
within him the strength of the Rebbe, therefore, even
in concealment, it is as it should be. In a Chassid, it
is hidden within reality, and not only that, but it is
close to revelation. Therefore, there will be no lack
of clarity. It is only necessary to ask G-d to use this
(to actualize it) as it should be used, and for what

it should be used, especially in the matter of Torah
study. As is known, there is a distinction between
prayer and Torah. In prayer, and especially in the
prayers of the weekdays, the direction is from below
to above, and from the constriction. Whereas in
Torah, and especially in the teachings of Chabad,
the Tree of Life, it is from above to below, and with

clarity.

I wish you good health and to hear good news, in

general, and specifically regarding your health.

With blessings for good health and success in all
endeavors.
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